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L awyers should regard themselves as public servants, Rep. John J . LaFalce, R-Town of Tonawanda, 
--- told 309 law graduates, .SUNY 
dignitaries, faculty and friends at the Law 
School's 98th commencement exercises. 
Blessed with glorious picture-taking 
weather, the ceremony took place May 17, 
1987 at Baird Point Amphitheater on the 
Amherst Campus. 
In his address, Congressman LaFalce 
warned it isn' t always easy to act as an 
agent of the public interest. "At times this 
may present difficulties; at times, this may 
present conflict - for there can be a natural 
tension between the Code of Professional 
R~sponsibilities canon requiring a lawyer 
to zealously represent the interests of a 
client, and the attorney's duty to the public," 
he said. 
"Sometimes attorneys must be tightrope 
walkers in reconci ling their several duties. 
But the reconciliation or mediation between 
conflicting individuals and institutions in 
our society is the stuff of which lawyering is 
made ... You have the legal training, and 
you are about to get the practical experience, 
and that is what the life of the law is a ll 
about ," he told the graduates. 
Referri ng to the U.S. Consti tutio n, 
LaFalce said it is a " marvelous document, 
but it is a document that some have almost 
come to deify - and that is wrong." While 
he sees the Constitution as "great," it is 
" limited and, to that extent, defective." 
"Our Constitution is a living, growing 
document ... and the law, our law, is a 
living, growing law, and will only grow and 
develop as your experiences develop it. Your 
future experiences, then, will determine the 
future of our law." 
Dean Wade J. Newhouse gave the faculty 
address and conferred Juris Doctor degrees. 
George Villegas, a graduate, also spoke. 
Professor Louis A. DelCotto, marshall, led 
the processional and Professor Alan D. 
Freeman, herald, opened the convocation. 
Also participating were William R. 
Greiner, university provost; George M. Zim-
mermann, president of the Erie County Bar 
Association; and Douglas S. Coppola, pres-
ident of the Law Alumni Association. 
LaFalce Encourages Public 
Service at Commencement 
Awards and prizes were presented to the 
following graduates by J ohn H. Schlegel , 
associate dean: 
Max Koren Award, to Jane M. Smith; 
John N. Bennett Achievement Award, to 
Mary Anne Bobinski; Dale S. Margulis 
Award, to Brett D. Gilbert; Charles Dautch 
Award, to Mary Ellen Gunnison; The Adolf 
Hamburger Law Alumni Association 
Award, to Anne E. Adams. 
Judge Matthew J. Jasen Appellate Prac-
tice Award, to Robin E. Checkla; David 
Kochery Award, to Pamela Thibodeau; Laid-
law Law Alumni Association Award, to 
Spencer G. Feldman; Moot Evidence 
Award, to Diane M. Straube; Judge Wil-
liam J. Regan Award, to William L. Giroux; 
and Birzon Prize in Clinical Legal Studies, 
to Lisa J. Palumbo. 
Robert J. Connelly Trial Technique 
Awards, to Peter H. Abdella, Juliet M. 
Bargnesi, Mary K. Barth, Robin E. Checkla, 
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Danie l M. DeLaus, Rosanne Eimer, 
Dorothy Ferguson, Carol A Fitzsimmons, 
Michael E. Gelen, Paul K. Holbrook, 
Michael B. Jones, Alecia A. LaCapruccia, 
Jay M. Lippman, Michael P. Murphy, Elaine 
M. Pers, Mary Powers, Tina Simpson, 
George R. Villegas, John J. Weinholtz, and 
Martin J. Zuffranieri. 
State and Local Government Awards, to 
David S. Brown, H. Todd Bullard, Kevin 
M. Comstock, Ellen J . Coyne, Scott A. 
Eskwitt, Robert W. Gamer, Maurice M. 
Jacquinot, James C. Sloan, and Mitchell 
Stenger. 
Carlos C. Alden Award, to Paul J. Wes-
sel; Justice Philip Halpern Award, to Keith 
A. Fabi; Edith and David Goldstein Award, 
to Pamela J. Pyle; Bar Association of Niag-
ara Falls, NY Senior Law Student Scholar-
ship Award to Peter H. Abdella. 
Prentice-Hall Award, to Miriam J. 
Bandes and William L. Giroux; United 
HONOR ROLL 
June, 1987 
Congratulations to the following 
students who graduated ... 
SUMMA CUM LAUDE 
Mary Anne Bobinski 
Jane MacNaughton Smith 
MAGNA CUM LAUDE 
Peter Hykel Abdella 
Anne E. Adams 
Bradford Paul Anderson 
Stephen Durfey Balmer 
David Paul Emmerson 
Spencer G. Feldman 
William Lucian Giroux 
James Michael Hazel 
Susan Facer Kreidler 
Kenneth J ohn Lapiana 
Hugh McMaster Russ, III 
CUM LAUDE 
Peter Joseph Alessandria 
Grace Ann Andriette 
Miriam Judith Bandes 
Mary Kathryn Barr 
Margot S. Bennett 
Christopher Joseph Bieda 
Mary Major Comerford 
Robert Anthony Crawford, Jr. 
Alexander Michael DeCroce, Jr. 
Christopher Lawrence Doyle 
Keith Alexander Fabi 
Dorothy H. Ferguson 
Carol Anne Fitzsimmons 
David Patrick Flynn 
John Louis Formica 
Paul Kevin Holbrook 
Bruce Warren Hoover 
Thomas Lee Jipping 
James Xavier Lucey 
Steven Jeffrey Ricca 
Rachel Anne Roth 
John C. Rowley 
William Cornelius Schoellkopf 
Evan Shapiro 
Karen Grasberger Silverman 
Samuel Miles Spiritos 
Diane Mary Szkotak 
Pamela Thibodeau 
John Phillip Thielman 
John Joseph Weinholtz 
Paul James Wessel • 
---·-
Wade J. Newhouse presents a grad with the coveted Juris Doctor degree. 
States Law Week Award, to Anthony N. 
Torres; Scribes Award, to Thomas L. Jip-
ping; Maurice Frey Award, to Tracy S. 
Harrienger. 
Student Legal Ethics Award, to Hugh M. 
Russ III; Minority Bar Association of West-
em NY Award, to Gregory Brown; and the 
Law Faculty Award, to Susan Kreidler, 
Eduardo Mejias, Diane Dean, Ronald 
Brown and George R. Villegas. 
Elected to the Order of Barristers were: 
Peter H. Abdella, J uliet M. Bargnesi, Mar-
got S. Bennett, Robin E. Checkla, Paul J. 
Karp, Deborah E. Kennedy, Mary Powers, 
and Robert P Simpson. • 
On Campus 
Recruitment Grows 
S eventy employers from I 1 states -more than ever before - partici-pated in our fall 1987 on-campus 
---interview program, according to 
Audrey Koscielniak, director of the Career 
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Development Office. 
For the first time, firms from Delaware, 
North Carolina and Massachusetts have 
come here to recruit, she reports. 
The increase in just the past four years is 
dramatic. In 1984, only 44 employers came 
to the Amherst campus to interview pro-
spective employees. In 1985, 58 came, and 
in 1986, there were 60. 
"Once a firm hires our students, they are 
generally pleased and will return. The tough 
part is having that first UB person get and 
accept an offer," Koscielniak explains. 
Most of the employers who participate in 
the on-campus interview program are from 
Buffalo (14), Rochester (13) and New York 
City (10). Other upstate markets well rep-
resented are Syracuse (6) and Albany (4). 
Out-of-state employers come from Wash-
ington, D.C., Pennsylvania, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Florida, Ohio, and Tennessee. 
Legal placement consultants who represent 
several employers in one on-campus visit 
expand student employment opportunities 
to Illinois, California, Oregon and Texas. 
"Initially, an alumnus usually suggests us 
